ATTACK UPON THE CANAL  in

presented no particular difficulty : and the opportunity
of delaying the dispatch of the early reinforcements to
Djemal Pasha was lost.

In Syria and in Palestine there were in 1914 two
groups of railways: the Hedjaz system and the lines
owned and operated by private companies. The first
ran from Damascus to Medina, a distance of 800 miles.
Linked with it were the branches Haifa, El Fule,
Deraa (approximately 100 miles in length), and two
shorter and less important lines. In the second group
were the railways from Aleppo to Rayak (210 miles),
Damascus to Beirut (300 miles), Horns to Tripoli
(60 miles), and Jaffa to Jerusalem (55 miles). Broadly
speaking, from Aleppo to the Palestine border troops
could be transported by train ; thence further progress
south could be made only by road. The fuel situation
of the Syrian-Palestine railways in the autumn of 1914
was not encouraging. Two coal colliers had been
discharged at Haifa during the month preceding the
outbreak of war, but their cargoes and the stocks
existing in the country only assured supply for a few
months. Locomotives and other rolling stocks were
adequate for the moment. At all events nine military
trains, each composed of thirteen carriages, were dis-
patched daily from Damascus during a short period.1
None the less, the future outlook of the Turkish Rail-
way operating staff was not cheerful.

While it was known in Cairo that large numbers of

lines. The enemy, no less supine, watched unconcernedly the work
of destruction. A few trenches were dug on the sea-shore and manned
by some indifferent troops; but the Doris raided the coast almost
at will. There was no attempt on the part of the enemy to protect
the Gulf of Ayas by mining its waters, or to secure the safety of the
little port of Alexandretta.

1 It is interesting to learn from Captain MerkePs articles that
early in 1915 Germany was asked to allocate to the Syrian-Palestine
railways twenty new locomotives. The first engine did not reach
Damascus until the end of 1917.